INITIATION AND INITIATION RITES
In other aspects of the ceremonies, however, the motive
of sexual jealousy stands unmistakably displayed. Thus the
rites of circumcision and subincision, the pulling out of hairs
from the head, face or pubic region and the knocking out of
teeth, which so frequently precede or accompany the process
of initiation, are all symbols of castration; a penalty which
it is desired to inflict—really or symbolically—from a
number of distinct though closely connected motives, the most
important being:— (i) as a means of rendering impossible the
realisation of forbidden sexual cravings, (2) as a threat to show
that the power of the elders still exists and that it will be
exercised should the prescribed limits be overstepped, (3) as
a punishment for past incestuous desires or acts (as is shown,
for instance, in the superstition that if the wound caused by
circumcision does not readily heal it is because the youth has
already been guilty of incestuous connection1). The same object
of preventing incest is sought in the stern "avoidances" which Prohibition
are often practised at the same time; as, for instance, that by
which a youth must keep very carefully from all contact with
his mother, even to the extent of avoiding her footprints.
But if all love in the old direction is forbidden, sexual
activity in other directions is often encouraged as a substitute,
as in such instructions as the following: uThou, my pupil, art
now circumcised. Thy father and thy mother, honour them. Go
not unannounced into their house, lest thou find them together
in tender embrace. But have no fear of maidens; sleep and
bathe together with them"2. Even so, however, there usually
remain, as we might expect from the general nature of dis-
placement, some remnants of the old incestuous fixation; such
as those, for instance, which manifest themselves in the belief
that after the first sexual connection of a youth, either he him-
self or his partner in the act must shortly die (as a punishment,
first evening that he joined his "gang"; e. g. in one such gang every new
member had to exhibit himself. He was asked if he knew "what it (the
penis) was for"; this was explained; and vafter certain criticisms were
passed, the leader, after a thorough inspection, declared "you will do".
There was also a catechism: "Do you know what your mother and father
do	" etc; the result being to discredit them in the eyes of the
boy and to lead him to emulate them or at least to defy and despise them."
1 A. Schweiger,   "Der Ritus  der Beschneidung."   Anthropos. 1914.
« K. Weule, " Negerleben in Ostafrika," 304. Quoted by Reik., op. cit.

